Creating Connections, One Cocklail at a

Time: N\eet |_eah Anderson

The lunch rush is in full swing.
Servers weave between tables
carrying plates to waiting guests.
Glasses clink against tabletops.
Conversations blend together
into the familiar hum of a busy
restaurant. Laughter drifts from
a corner booth while a bartender
slides a freshly made drink
across the bar.

Leah Anderson sits across from a
friend, taking it all in. She had
only stopped by Cheer's Bistro
for a visit. At the time, she had
no idea she was about to
stumble upon the career that
would shape the next decade of

her life.

As she watched the energy of
the dining room unfold around
her, something felt different.
There was a sense of purpose in
the organized chaos. The room
felt alive.

Before leaving, Leah asked a
simple question: "Are there any
open positions?"

A few days later, she started as a
hostess. What seemed like a
small decision quickly became
the beginning of something
much bigger.

"I quickly realized how much I enjoyed
working in an environment where no two
days are the same and I can interact with
people from all walks of life," Leah recalls.
What she discovered wasn't simply a job. It
was a passion.

Like many people entering the hospitality
industry, Leah originally viewed serving and
bartending as a way to gain experience and
build her resume. But with every shift, she
found herself drawn less to the work itself
and more to the people behind it.
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She loved the regular guests
who returned week after week.
She loved watching families
celebrate  milestones  and
friends reconnect over dinner.
She loved the feeling of
knowing she played a small
role in making someone's day
a little brighter.

"What started as a job became
a career when I discovered
how much I enjoyed creating
experiences and taking care of
others."

That realization guided her
through nearly a decade in
food and beverage, working
her way through a variety of
roles before ultimately finding
her home at Reading Country
Club.

Today, as Bar Manager, Leah's
days are just as dynamic as the
restaurant that first captured
her attention all those years
ago.

On any given afternoon, she
may be developing a seasonal
cocktail ~menu, overseeing
service in the dining room,
preparing for a wedding
reception, or greeting familiar
faces at the bar. While the
responsibilities vary, the goal
remains constant.



"Creating a space where coworkers
feel like family, and guests come
together to celebrate, reconnect, or
relax while feeling cared for is
meaningful work to me."

That philosophy is reflected in
every drink she creates. Drawing
inspiration from seasonal
ingredients, current flavor trends,
and classic cocktail techniques,
Leah approaches menu
development with creativity and
intention.
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‘T want to create drinks that are
both approachable and distinctive,"
she says. "My goal is to create
memorable beverages that guests
associate with RCC and look
forward to enjoying on their next
visit.

For her, the best cocktails are the
ones that become part of a guest's
tradition, the drink they order every
visit or recommend to a friend.

"I think the best signature drinks
are the ones that develop a

following of their own, that guests
can't find just anywhere and come
back specifically to enjoy."

But while she takes pride in every
menu she creates; the greatest
reward isn't hearing how good a
cocktail  tastes, it's  hearing
something much simpler.

'l love hearing, 'This is amazing,
but the best compliment you can
give me is, 'We'll be back."

As an Exeter resident, Leah is
especially proud to play a role in
the continued growth of Reading
Country Club and its place within
the community.

'l feel so fortunate to be a part of
developing a sense of community in
this beautiful, historical building
that sat empty for far too long."

Since joining the RCC team, she has
enjoyed getting to know the
members and guests who have
embraced the club's new chapter.
"I've truly enjoyed connecting with
our regulars that have supported
the club since we opened and look
forward to getting to know those of
you that I've not yet had the
chance to meet."

Looking back, it's remarkable to
think that it all began with a casual
visit to see a friend. A seat in a busy
restaurant. A simple question. An
unexpected opportunity. Ten years
later, Leah is still doing what first
inspired her that day by creating
experiences, building connections,
and making people feel welcome.
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